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WATER SERVICES LICENSING TRANSFER ORDER (CARNARVON) 2005 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Fisheries) [3.07 pm]:  On 27 October 2004, Hon Judy 
Edwards, MLA, the Minister for the Environment, tabled a water services licensing transfer order for Carnarvon.  
In November 2004, disallowance motions against this transfer order were put by MLCs Hon Norman Moore and 
Hon Robin Chapple and by Mr Rod Sweetman, MLA.  Hence, on 25 October 2004 Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
advised on behalf of the Minister for the Environment that the transfer would not proceed until there had been 
further consultation with interested parties.  It is understood that the disallowance motions were moved due to 
concerns raised by a number of growers about the operations of the Gascoyne Water Co-operative.  Most of the 
concerns appeared not to relate directly to the transfer of assets.  However, the process gave growers an 
opportunity to highlight these issues.   

The Department of Environment facilitated a Gascoyne Water Co-operative member information evening in 
Carnarvon on 30 August 2005.  It is estimated that 60 of the 158 members were present.  The purpose of the 
information evening was to inform members about the issues.  It also presented members with the opportunity to 
ask questions about the operations and governance of the irrigation scheme.  Issues raised on the night included 
the condition of the pipeline, cost recovery, current water allocations, disposal of the old pipeline if it was 
transferred, language barriers and survey methods.   

During the second half of September 2005, the Department of Environment completed a telephone survey of 
members of the Gascoyne Water Co-operative.  A credible 68 per cent response rate was achieved, with 108 of 
the 158 members completing the survey.  From the survey results, it is clear that there is majority support for the 
transfer and that water allocation and charges are the main areas of concern for members.  Fifty-eight per cent of 
members would prefer the Gascoyne Water Asset Mutual Co-operative to own the scheme, 23 per cent would 
prefer the Water Corporation to maintain ownership, and 19 per cent do not have a preference.  Sixty-two per 
cent of members would prefer the Gascoyne Water Asset Mutual Co-operative to operate the scheme, 20 per 
cent would prefer the Water Corporation to operate it and 18 per cent do not have a preference.  Reasons given 
by members for the Gascoyne Water Asset Mutual Co-operative to own and operate the scheme include that the 
cooperative understands the issues in the region and has a personal interest; it will be more dedicated to the cause 
than anyone else; water will be cheaper; and there will be more flexibility in the way the scheme is managed and 
water is allocated.   

Based on the level of support this comprehensive survey has demonstrated for the transfer order, I am pleased to 
table the Water Services Licensing Transfer Order (Carnarvon) 2005 and the notice of places where the schedule 
to the transfer order will be exhibited in both houses of Parliament today. 

[See paper 799.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Norman Moore. 
 


